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Jesuits stop C6ir using
its Caravaggio image
lflags Gargan

C6ir, the anti-Uspon cam-
paign group, has stopped
using an image of a Cara-
vaggio painting after receiv-
ing a solicitor's letter on
behalf of the lrish Jesuits,
the owners of the image.

C6ir, an organisation as-
sociated with Youth De-
fence ,  we re  us ing  the
image of The Taking of Christ
on the cover of anti-Lisbon
leaflets without permission.
The original painting was
identified hanging up in a
Jesuit building in Dublin in
the 1990s and is now on

loan to the National Gallery
of Ireland.

Fr Noel Barber SJ, Assis-
tant Provincial of the Jesuits
in Ireland said that when he
was alerted to the fact that
C6ir was using the Caravag-
gio he asked them to desist
because "we do not grant
permission for the use of
the image for contentious
issues".

Honest mistake
When C6ir did not respond
to the request at first, soli-
citors contacted them on
behalf of the Jesuits. C6ir
then apologised for the de-

layed response and agreed
not to issue any further
flyers using the image;

Scott Schitrl, a C6ir{am-
paign Co-ordinator said that
the organisation had made
an honest mistake.

"We had thought the
image was in the public
domain, but once the Jesuits
made us aware that they
owned the image we apol-
ogised and ceased produc-
tion."

Fr Edmond Grace SJ writes
on 'Lisbon, life and open
government'on page 6.

The Taking of Christ: Fhotc: cs#rte$y o$ the NatSonal Gallery af lr*land *nd th* .lesuits.

MII{IBRE
TOMEDJUGOR

26 Septembet 2009
3,4 & 5 nights - from €444 inclusive of tax

24 October 2AAg
4 nights €464 inclusive of tax

For further info please contaqt
Joe WalshTours: 01 2410860

wwwjoewalshtours.ie

ITALIANPILGRIMAGE
TOROME, JAN CIOVANNI
ROTONDO d, JORRENTO

11 September 2009 - 7 nights
Flights ex Cork & Belfast

Rome -2 nights
San Giovanni Rotondo -3 nights

:.,:.. Sorrento-2nights
,. Special Group Price from:
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money, that whenever peo-
ple challenge them from any
o t h e r  a n g l e  t h e y  a r e
stumped. The founders of
Europe were not too worried
about money. Their concern
was with peace and it was a
very practical concern.

We have never seen total
warfare in this country. Even

at their worst, the Troubles
in the North did not prevent
ordinary daily life from con-
tinuing. We have never had
whole sections of the popu-
lation reduced to refugee
status, with the rape, law-
lessness and disease which
results. No Irish city has ever
been razed to the ground.
Two world wars, within a
quarter of a century, made
our continental cousins see
the world in a new light.
They decided it was worth
trying to build up goodwill
rather than suspicion and
that is how the European
Union began.

Itust and thriving

When people learn to trust
each other, they begin to
thrive. Ireland has thrived in
Europe, because lrish people
have built up working rela-
tionships - and friendships
- with people from other
European countries.

We have seen from ex-
perience that we have a part
to play and not just some-
thing to 'get'. Part of the
benefit, but only part, is
economic. By far the greatest
benefit which has come to
Ireland from Europe is peace.
John Hume, who wil l go
down in history as the pio-
neer o[ the lrish peace pro-
cess, consciously based his
approach on the European
model.

He was inspired by what
the founders ofthe European
Union achieved. They built a
st ructure which enabled
people to learn how to trust
each other and, in the struc-
tures now in place in North-
e rn  I r e l and ,  peop le  a re
learning to do just that.

The structures are only
the means. The goal is that
mutual trust, in which peo-
ple are willing to depend on
each other's word so that
everyone can thrive. A cru-
cial test of trust in lreland's
relationship with Europe is
the issue of abortion.

The European Parliament
is certainly putting pressure
on lreland to introduce abor-
tion and many MEPs are
determined to get lreland to
do so but neither they, nor
the parliament to which they
belong, have the power to do

this. All recent European
Treaties contain a guarantee
that'nothing shall affect the
application in lreland of Ar-
ticle 40.3.3 of the Constitu-
tion of lreland.'

It's easy to concoct hy-
pothet ica l  arguments to
show how this guarantee
might be overturned, but
nothing could disguise the
blatant bad faith which this
would require.

Any such'interpretation'
by a European court would
undermine the basic frame-
work o[ trust - the rule of
law - on which the Eur-
opean Union is based. It
would be saying: "We don't
care what guarantees were
made to lreland in any Eur-
opean Treaty;  we know
what's best."

It would mean that Adolf
Hitler's view of treaties had
prevailed * that they are just
bits of paper to be torn up at
will. The issue here is not
abortion, but our ability to
trust in the democratic struc-
tures ofthe European Union.

Troian horse
The Charter of Fundamental
Rights, which is paft of the
Lisbon Treaty, is often pre-
sented as some kind of Tro-
j a n  h o r s e  w h i c h  w i l l
introduce abortion by the
back door, but it can only
apply to the internal working
of the Union under those
same treaties which contain
the guarantee on Article
40.3.3 of the Constitution.

The Charter  i tse l f  is  a
pos i t i ve  documen t .  The
bishops of Europe have de-
scribed it as "another impor-

"Only the most bigoted pro-aboftion
fanatic unould be willing to damage
the tnrst on which the peace of
Europe is based."

t a n t  s t e p  t o w a r d s  t h e  L i s b o n  T r e a t y ,  i t  w i l l
strengthening the protection have to meet in public when
ofcit izens'rightsatthelevel debating and voting on'a
of the Union". draft legislative act'.

I The lteaty itself
I is an exercise in
I nuilaing tnrst.

Cardinal Ratzinger, as he
then was. at first made shar-
ply critical statements, but
his views developed and, less
than a year before his elec-
tion as Pope, he wrote "The
Char te r  o f  Fundamen ta l
Rights may be a first step, a
sign Europe is once again
consciously seeking its soul."
In particular he singled out
the provisions on trafficking
of human beings - "the new
form of slavery" - and traf-
ficking in human parts for
transplants as "points which
deserve applause."

All this is far removed
from the suspicion and fear
being generated in his name
by groups such as C6ir.

Building trust
The Treaty itself is an exer-
cise in building trust and one
provision in particular de-
monstrates this. You wil l
often hear politicians talking
about how much law is now
made ' in  Brussels ' .  What
they often fail to point out
is that whenever a new law
is debated 'in Brussels', our
Government ministers have
a vote.
At present the Council (the
meetings of ministers which
vote on European laws)
meets behind closed doors
but. under Article 1.17.8 of

You might wonder why
th is  is  not  being ta lked
about. but the answer is
simple. If politicians do talk
about it they will be drawing
attention to their own lack of
honesty over many years -
"lt wasn't us. It was Brus-
sels!" This opening of the
doors of the Council is an
unexpected triumph of con-
science over the short term
interest. (Doesn't conscience
get the better of us all from
time to time?) lmperfect as
they are, our political leaders
do believe in open govern-
ment and they do know that
keeping the people in the
dark can only be disastrous
in the long run.

Whatever way we vote on
the Lisbon Treaty, it wil l
come down to a question of
trust and confidence versus
fear and suspicion. We have
our views.

We take our stand and we
trust that those who disagree
with us will treat us with
respect, because they will
damage the European Union
itself if they do otherwise.
Only the most bigoted pro-
abortion fanatic would be
willing to damage the trust
on which the peace of Eur-
ope is based.
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