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The ultimate aim of Jesuit education is that full growth of the person which leads to 
action - action that is suffused with the spirit and presence of Jesus Christ, the Man 
for Others. (CJE) 

 

 

 



 

Introduction  

A Jesuit school should be easily identifiable as such.  There are many ways in 
which it will resemble other schools but if it is an authentic Jesuit school its 
operation flows out of the strengths drawn from the Ignatian charism.  
 
In a Jesuit school a common spirit lies behind pedagogy, curriculum and 
school life, even though these may differ greatly from those of previous 
centuries and from country to country. 

 
A distinctive spirit still characterizes any school which can truly be called 
Jesuit. ‘’Distinctive” is not intended to suggest “unique” either in spirit or in 
method.  The purpose is rather to describe “our way of proceeding”:  the 
inspiration, values, attitudes and style which have traditionally characterized 
Jesuit education, and which must be found in any truly Jesuit school today 
wherever it may be.  

 
Though the school is normally called “Jesuit”, the vision is more properly 
described as “Ignatian” and has never been limited to Jesuits. Lay people, 
based on their experience of God in family and in society and on their 
distinctive role in the church, play an essential role in Jesuit schools. 
Increasing numbers of lay people are inspired by the vocation of Ignatius and 
the tradition of the Society.  Jesuit education is a collaborative enterprise 
involving Jesuits and their lay colleagues with both dedicated to a shared 
sense of the Ignatian vision.     

 
The description that follows is for Jesuits and lay people working in Jesuit 
schools; it is for teachers, administrators, parents and members of the boards 
of management in our schools.  All are invited to join together in making the 
Ignatian tradition, adapted to the present day, more effectively present in the 
policies and practices that determine the life of the school. 
 
Adapted From The Characterisitcs of Jesuit Education (1987).   

 

 

 

 



The Aim of a Jesuit Education  

We aim to form leaders in service 

in imitation of Christ Jesus, 

Men and women of 

Competence, Conscience and Compassionate Commitment 

(Fr Peter-Hans Kolvenbach sj, Superior General of the Society of Jesus, Georgetown 1989) 

Competence embraces a broad spectrum of abilities - academic proficiency 
(including the ability to reason reflectively, logically and critically), technological and 
vocational skills, an appreciation of creative arts, sport and leisure, and effective 
communication skills. 

A person of conscience discerns what is right, good and true, and has the courage to 
do it, takes a stand when necessary, has a passion for social justice and is an influential 
leader in the community. 

A compassionate person responds to those in greatest need and walks with others to 
empower them, in solidarity and empathy; such a person manifests a preferential love 
of the poor, which "ought to manifest itself in deeds rather than words" (Spiritual 
Exercises, no.230] 

These three characteristics or qualities emphasise, in summary form, that to which all 
Jesuit education aspires: 

Competence in skills (intellectual and practical) - HEAD 

A formed conscience that knows what is good, true and just and moves one to act 
according to those values - HEART 

A compassionate heart that recognises the Lord present in the faces of those in 
greatest need and which impels a response – HAND 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
The Characteristics of Jesuit Education 

 
The Characteristics of Jesuit Education was published in 1987 as the charter for 
Jesuit schools. Composed by an international commission, which met over four years 
and consulted worldwide, it is based on the life and writings of the Jesuit founder St 
Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556), on the history of Jesuit education since the first school 
was founded at Messina, in Sicily, in 1548, and on best contemporary practice. What 
follows, including the headings, is an attempt to express the essence of the 
‘characteristics’ in summary form.  
 
1. ‘Finding God is all things’ 

 
 

• God is at the heart of his creation and is at work in human culture and 
history. 
‘The world is charged with the grandeur of God’ (G.M. Hopkins SJ).  

 
 

• This is the world which forms the object of our study and the context of our 
lives.  

 
 

• Jesuit education is therefore conducted in a spirit of reverence and from a 
radically religious perspective: facilitating the discovery of and encounter with 
God is its core-value.  

 
 

• We seek to transcend false dichotomies between religious and secular, sacred 
and profane. The religious dimension permeates all aspects of life in the 
school.   

 
 

• All aspects of teaching and learning are ways of encountering and responding 
to God.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



2. Caring for the Individual - ‘CURA PERSONALIS’ 
 

• The human person, understood in the context of his or her eternal destiny, is 
the central focus of the enterprise. 

 
• Jesuit education insists on individual care and concern for each person (cura 

personalis).  
 

• It invites each student on to their unique journey of personal, moral and 
spiritual development. 

 
• Relationships and pastoral structures reflect this focus.  

 
• Through the curriculum, co-curricular activities and the environment of the 

school, our mission is to help the students grow holistically – to think for 
themselves, develop their diverse competencies, find their own ‘voice’, and so 
become, ever more fully, their unique selves.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Growing towards freedom and responsibility 

 
• Jesuit education is essentially value-oriented.  

 
• It involves growth in a realistic knowledge, love and acceptance of oneself  

 
• It also involves growing in an understanding of the world we live in, the 

conflicting forces and values which operate in human society, and the unjust 
structures in which we can all be complicit and which diminish human lives.   

 
• Jesuit pupils are to be men and women of conscience, able and willing to 

stand up and be counted in the name of the truth; prepared to use their skills 
of self-expression and advocacy for those who may have no voice.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
(4) Christ is the Model for Human Life  

 
• Jesus Christ is at once the human face of God and the model of all human 

life, responding totally to the Father’s love.  
 

• He is our conscience incarnate, the pattern of authentic humanity. His way of 
compassionate love is not a way but the way.  

 
• Creating opportunities to develop and sustain a life-giving relationship with 

the person of Jesus Christ is, therefore, a crucial aspect of the development of 
each student.  
 

• This conviction is reflected in  
 
- the provision of pastoral care for all involved 
- the practice of communal prayer and worship  
- the celebration of the sacraments as constitutive parts of the school’s 

rhythm of life  
 

• Service programmes are consciously promoted as a way of imitating Jesus 
Christ, the ‘Man-for-Others’ 

 
 
5. A Faith that does Justice  
 

• Jesuit education is intended as a preparation for a life of active social 
commitment.  
 

• Religion is deeply personal but not private: faith which does not express itself 
in love for others and the passionate quest for justice lacks authenticity. For 
Ignatius Loyola ‘love is shown in deeds’.  

 
• Jesuit students are encouraged to understand their own ‘place’ in the world, 

in terms of educational and socio-economic opportunities, and to use these 
opportunities in compassionate service of others, especially those who are the 
victims of poverty and injustice.  

 
 

• We aim to facilitate the emergence of young men and women who will be the 
agents of change, not more or less passive upholders of the status quo.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



(6) In Service of the Church  
 

• For Ignatius the response to the call of Christ is in and through the Catholic 
Church. 

 
• Ignatius founded the Society of Jesus – and Jesuit schools – as part of the 

Church’s mission to serve and humanise the world and give glory to God 
 

• Living by the Gospel is not a merely individual pursuit. We need community in 
order to be sustained, inspired and guided in faith and in the high ideals of 
the Gospel. 

 
• Jesuit education prepares students for active participation in the Church and 

the local community so that Christ may be present in the world. 
 

• The school strives to develop an understanding and practice of personal and 
public prayer, appropriate to the developmental stages of the pupils. 
 

• Religious education is seen as a subject with comparable academic rigour to 
other subjects on the curriculum and is resourced accordingly.  
 

• Whilst pupils are prepared for participation in the life of the Catholic Church, 
concern is also shown for the spiritual and religious development of students 
of other faiths or none.   

 
 
(7) Striving For Excellence – ‘The Magis’  
 

• The Jesuit motto is Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam (For God’s greater glory)  
 

• The ‘magis’, as a criterion for choosing, means doing ‘the more’, the greater, 
for God. 
‘When you work, give your all. When you make plans, plan boldly.  And when 
you dream, dream big’. (J. Martin SJ)   

 
• Jesuit education seeks to elicit great desires and encourages students to 

strive for great things for God.  
 

• The commitment to excellence – in terms of intellectual rigour and all aspects 
of the enterprise - is at the heart of Jesuit educational philosophy.  

 
• Jesuit education encourages students to develop their talents as fully as 

possible and to use those gifts in the spirit of ‘What more can I do, what 
more can I give?’ 
 

• Staff and pupils witness to the ‘magis’ in  their generosity with time and 
energy, in their compassion and care of others and in their diligence at 
academic work.  



 
 
8. WORKING AS A COMMUNITY 
 

• Jesuit schools are intended to be communities of life, work and worship.  
 

• Management and staff collaborate in the service of shared values, a common 
task and an overarching vision, as reflected in these Characteristics.  

 
• Pupils are encouraged to respect and care for one another as friends and 

companions, in the spirit of the Gospel.  
 

• The community of the Jesuit school embraces not only pupils, teachers and 
members of the wider staff but also, very particularly, parents, along with 
board-members, past pupils, and others associated in any way with its 
operation.  

 
 
9. ADAPTABLE AND OPEN TO GROWTH 
 

• Jesuit education encourages habits of discernment i.e. the capacity of the 
student to reflect prayerfully on his or her experience at the most profound 
level and learn from it.  
 

• Jesuit education encourages openness to life-long learning and the 
development of skills in self-direction, both in academic learning and learning 
for living.  
 

• The goal is to nurture a capacity to adapt flexibly to the demands of new 
circumstances and challenges, intellectual and existential, and to foster 
independence.   
 

 
• In the spirit of constant self-improvement, each school is called to adapt and 

develop in the light of our shared wisdom and the local circumstances in 
which each one operates, and members of staff are encouraged to avail of 
opportunities for their own continuing formation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PROFILE OF THE GRADUATE  

 

As a student progresses through a Jesuit school he or she will become part of the 

tradition, experiencing at first hand its pattern of teaching, values and practices, as 

informed by the Ignatian vision.   It is our hope that each student will accept this 

rich heritage and make it their own and in so doing will be prepared for life, which is 

itself a preparation for eternal life. 

 

By the end of their time in a Jesuit school it is hoped that a student is becoming 

progressively: 

a) A grateful, honest and forgiving person 

b) Committed to a Christian faith that does justice 

c) Willing to articulate religious faith in a secular society 

d) Open to growth 

e) Intellectually competent  

f) Socially able 

g) Culturally aware 

h) Physically and emotionally developed 

i) Committed to striving for excellence 

j) Willing and able to exercise leadership 

 


