
A t this point in time we envisage two 
scenarios for a safe celebration of 

Christmas 2020:  

Scenario 1: Masses with a congregation 
of 100;  

(50 in church, 50 in Ignatian Chapel and 
environ)  Seats booked in advance. 

Scenario 2: Masses online; (without 
congregation). 

In both scenarios the timetable is the 
same: 

 

 

Christmas Eve 

6pm Family Mass 
8pm Gospel Choir Mass 
10pm Traditional Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 

9.15am Quiet Christmas Morning 
Mass 

11.00am Traditional Christ-mas 
Morning Mass 

12.30 Poranna Msza Bożo--
narodzeniowa (Christmas Mass in 
Polish) 

 

Watch our website or for updates call 
Melanie/Louise at 01 836 3411. 

www.gardinerstparish.ie 

Booking for Scenario 1 will be online 
and at front office (See booking form 
page 7). 

Christmas Dreams 

Calling volunteers 

During the short period 
of relative normality 
before 2nd lockdown a 
team of enthusiastic vol-
unteers helped out at 
every Sunday Mass ena-
bling us to celebrate the 
Eucharist together in 
safety and security.  

Scenario 1 will require a 

fresh team of volunteers 
to ensure the safe proce-
dures required by law. 

It really is very easy but 
it does demand a mo-
ment’s care and atten-
tion. 

Could you set aside time 
to usher our congrega-

tion to their places and 
ensure a secure church 
collection at the back of 
the church? 

Simple as that.  But we 
will need a larger team to 
make our Christmas 
dream a reality. 

Call 01 8363 411 

Special points of interest: 

• See p. 7 to book Christmas Mass 

• See p. 7 for Sean Walsh’s poem for Christ-
mas2020 

• Make the most of your reading by consider-
ing our Book Club p. 5 

• Update on church renovation p.6 

• Movies during Advent p.6 

• Taste the spirit of discernment p.8 
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Park, Drumcondra is a left turn at 
Fagan’s Pub onto Botanic Ave on 

right is the park. Sit at the lake, then 
walk through the park to Mobhi Road  
and opposite is the Pyramid Church 

and Rose Garden in the Botanics. 
Violet Hill Park, a new park for me, 

though a bit isolated, up the hill past 
the Holy Faith on your left, past the 

Bons Hospital on your right, then 
through the apartment complex. Walk 

through this park to the Finglas Road. 
South side we walked Herbert Park, 
Ballsbridge and Iveagh Park behind 

the National Concert 
Hall. In St Stephens 

Green I found a mini 
open air ‘Greek Thea-
tre’, where recently a 

play had been staged, 
run by Dublin City 

Council. This new space 
is in the centre of the 

Green and up a few 
steps. I hope you might 

also walk the parks and 
find it will lift your spir-
its. 

Rather than ‘looking at the wall’ dur-
ing the past months I walk the Dublin 

parks with some friends, bring our 
lunch and keep social distancing. Ma-
rie brings a  foldup stool so we sit in a 

small circle. Surprise at the number of 
parks in north Dublin and all well 

kept by the Parks Dept. A short walk 
to the ‘Secret Garden’ or the Basin  

tucked away off Berkeley Rd,opp 
Berkeley Rd Church, Botanic Gar-

dens, we can now walk through from 
the gardens to Glasnevin Cemetary,a 
peaceful  place for our lunch. Griffith 

S everal weeks ago, before re-
strictions set in again, my Granny 

came to stay for a week in our family 
home.  

She has lived alone since March, only 
allowed intermittent visits from one or 
two relatives, and we were increasing-
ly aware of how isolated she was feel-
ing.  

Attempts to connect with her digitally 
were often frustrating, and clearly 
stressful for her, so my parents took 
time off to allow her to visit without 
distancing.  

And what life she breathed into us, the 
whole family, once Granny was sat at 
the dinner table, or outside on those 
last few sunny days. We were smiles 
and chatter all week.  

A trip to buy new yarn for the series 

of scarves she is knitting soon ex-
panded into a full-family workshop, 

with Granny busy instructing, fixing, 
demonstrating, for her slow-fingered 
grandchildren all around the living-
room.  

I am now the proud owner of a foot 
and a half of scarf which I intend to 
finish well before Christmas… 

There is more resilience and love in 

this world, and in our hearts, than we 
ever let ourselves believe. 

Pope Francis and his patron, St Francis, 
seem to be of a similar frame of mind. I 

talked to the former Abbot of Glenstal a 

few years ago, and told him that I sus-

pected that Mitzi might be an Angel, 
and he didn’t discount the possibility.  

Angels are Divine messengers, sent to 
teach us things, and she has taught me 

much. I’m not a particularly kind person 

by nature, but this little creature of God 

has awakened whatever kindness there 

 I had a conver-
sation with Fr. 

Dermot about a 

possible after-

life for dogs, 
and he assured 

me that any-

thing good in 
God’s creation 

will be part of 

eternity, and 

Mitzi qualifies. 

is in me. By giving me unconditional 
love, she made me love in return. Look-

ing after her is not a chore but in a way 

a privilege, and, as long as she is not in 

pain, both Ray and I, between us, will 
make whatever time she has left in this 

world as comfortable as possible.  

The Almighty put her on earth to do a 

particular job, and when that’s done, 

He’ll summon her to wait for us in an-

other dimension. 
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Lifting your spirits with a local walk: Patsy Moloney 

Granny’s knitting workshops: Callum Douglas 

Mitzi .. An angel?  Gerry McArdle 

I am now the proud owner of a 

foot and a half of scarf which I 

intend to finish well before 

Christmas… 
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Surviving Lockdown meant a 
move to the country and the 
care of a friend’s dog, Mitzi 
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of them were a great help for us to 
cope with the lockdown.  

Earlier in November, Gardiner Street 
Parish launched its Study Group start-
ing with “A History of the Bible. The 
Book and its Faiths” by John Barton.  

Meetings take place every Wednesday 
evening via Zoom. 

Are you interested? You are still on 
time to join. Just let us know if you 
are interested by email: 
 
SFXgardinerstreet@outlook.com 

“Stay connected” with contact groups; 
“see what new ways are they organis-
ing things” and “develop new inter-
ests” (reading is particularly benefi-
cial) are among the tips suggested by 
mental health specialists during lock-
down … Gardiner Street Reading 
Club proved these tips true.   

Every Tuesday evening, from March 
to September, we met via zoom for a 
chat over each chapter of Rabbi 
Sack’s book “Morality”.  

Some of our meetings were full of 
laughs, other more thoughtful, and all 

M y hands are small, I know, but 
they’re not yours they are my 
own. 

Gardiner Street Gospel Choir’s 20th 

year, and surely our strangest. From 
the highs – a magical concert at 

Christmas, performing at Mosney 
Accommodation Centre in January, 
our unforgettable 20th Birthday gig in 

the Button Factory  - to the sudden, 
confusing low of the shutdown. Navi-

gating a new world where singing, 
which has always lifted spirits and 

created strong bonds, may actually be 
unsafe. We’ve tried, and will continue 

trying, to find safe rehearsal alterna-
tives, from the ridiculous to the sub-
lime;  online practises, singing in 

parks, and –a hot favourite so far – a 
“drive-in” rehearsal, with singers 

safely participating from their cars. 
There’s no small measure of fear with 

the dark days of winter coming, but 
after 20 years together we can safely 
say that GSGC is nothing if not per-

sistent, and we will find a way 
through this. A light in the darkness 

has been our weekly Online Mass. 
Personally I also find a lot of comfort 

in song lyrics; here’s some of my fa-

vourite lines from the choir’s reper-
toire, taken from the song Hands by 

Jewel: ‘Worry is wasteful and useless 
at times like these…I won’t be made 

useless, I won’t be idle with des-
pair….. My hands are small, I know, 
but they’re not yours they are my 

own……In the end, only kindness 
matters’ 

couraging group of people.  I have 
experienced a real sense of connection 
in this group and I am looking for-
ward to exploring new books over the 

“Being part of the Gardiner Street 
Book Club has enabled me to explore 
several books over the past year that I 
know I would not have read other-
wise. The books are well chosen and 
are a great help in nurturing the interi-
or life and supporting Christian values 
in our day to day living. It is enriching 
and also challenging to be able to ex-
plore, to reflect, to question and to 
share with this open, diverse, and en-

coming months, broadening my hori-
zons, and rising to the challenges that 
may present themselves.” 
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Staying connected through reading: Sonia Obregon 

In the end, only kindness matters: Cathy McEvoy 

Explore, reflect, question, share: Ann O’Reilly 

Cathy is the Musical Director of the Gardiner Street Gospel Choir 



We’re back to school with some new 
rules, we wear our masks while doing 
tasks. 
Sentences! We write a lot and when 
we finish, they end with a dot! 
 
We use protractors and learn about 
factors and we connect angles to make 
triangles! We are in 6th class, some-
times we win a free homework pass!  
 
When we look on the brightside 
school is incredibly fun, now it’s time 
to get the hard work done.  

From all of the Gardiner Street School 
classes, we can’t wait until Covid 
passes! 

We are sitting in quarantine, the coro-
navirus has been terribly mean. When 
I heard the schools can reopen , I 
kicked the door wide open!  
 
I couldn’t wait to go back to school, 
even my uniform looked 
cool! Meeting my friends and teachers 
every day, made me want to go back 
right away. 
 
Sitting in school having a blast, final-
ly able to talk at last. “Hello every-
one” we all say with one or two shout-
ing hip hip hooray!  

A s the end of August approaches 
each year, we teachers are filled 

with melancholy, yearning for just a 
few more carefree summer days be-
fore the return to school and those 
busy days and nights filled with edu-
cating, corrections and planning. 
However, as with most things, 2020 
has turned this tradition on its head.  

We returned this August delighted to 
be back to some sense of normality. It 
was refreshing to know that we would 
actually be teaching in front of chil-
dren and not screens.  

As great as the advances in technolo-
gy are, nothing beats being in an actu-
al classroom and working with your 
students. 

Of course, we were apprehensive too. 
How would the students be after such 

a long hiatus? How would Lockdown 
have affected them? How would they 

adjust to the new regimes in school? 
Would they still remember how to do 
long division?!  

All these worries dissipated quickly 
on their return. We have never heard 
so many students declare how excited 

they were to be back in school, how 
wonderful it was to be back with their 

friends and how online learning is just 

not the same as doing the work in 
class. 

Of course, there is always a silver 

lining to any cloud. Our students are 
thrilled that they get to use the Jesuit’s 

garden during break time.  

Having the space to play means a lot 
to them and we, as a school communi-

ty, are most grateful to the Jesuits for 
sharing this resource with us. 

cuses on sharing Ignatian Spirituality 
with young people. Membership of the 
Tapirs is open to all Sixth Class stu-
dents. Some time is spent simply learn-
ing to share about personal faith, as well 
as in quiet contemplation, but our focus 
is social rather than catechetical. The 
Companions will offer additional mate-
rials and support during the year to any 
interested parents, especially those 
whose children are preparing for Confir-
mation. We hope to invite students from 

In the wild, tapirs are gentle, sociable 
animals whose quiet ecological contri-
butions are fundamental to their habitats 
in South America and Malaysia. Our 
local tapirs are 6th Class students from 
Gardiner Street Primary who meet every 
Tuesday at 2.30pm to play games, so-
cialise and explore how they, too, can 
help their area to flourish. The club is 
led by members of the Faber Compan-
ions, a lay community recently formed 
by the Irish Jesuits, whose ministry fo-

all schools in the Parish, but current 
restrictions will limit us to Gardiner 
Street members only for the time being.  

Learn about the Faber Companions: 
www.jesuit.ie/news/introducing-the-
faber-companions 
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Even my uniform looked cool: Alex, Elina, Charlie, Milan & Samuel 

Space to play in the Jesuit Garden: Aine Doyle 

Faber Tapirs after-school club: Callum Douglas 

WI NT ER  NE WSLET TE R 20 20  
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confession over and over to seek re-
lief.  The only relief he experienced 
was when he handed it all over to 
God, allowed himself to trust the for-
giving words of his confessor.  Ad-
mitting that God is in charge might 
help us to be free from the inordinate 
attachments that stop us facing diffi-
cult feelings.   

Thanks to Fr. Brendan McManus SJ, 
Fr. Ben Hughes, Fr. Eddie Cosgrove 
SJ and Dr.Jessie Rogers for sharing 
their spiritual insights in November. 

Are you aware of any habits that you 
struggle with during Pandemic lock-
down?  Do you turn to food, drink, 
sex, exercise, internet or sleep to 
avoid facing yourself or your conver-
sation with the divine?     

These are what St Ignatius of Loyola 
would call inordinate attachments and 
we may feel powerless to overcome 
them.  St Ignatius struggled with terri-
ble feelings of guilt for his past life.  
Guilt rooted in pride became an inor-
dinate attachment and he went back to 

W hile listening to Lyric FM re-
cently I heard a most beautiful, 

moving piece of piano music.  It was 
Schubert's Impromptu No 3.  Yes, I 
thought, I'm going to learn to play 
that.   
 
You see, last year after a 20 year ab-
sence, I had a longing to play the pi-
ano again.  There was just one prob-
lem; I didn't have a piano!   
 
However, as has been the case for me 
several times over the last couple of 
years, The Jesuits came to the rescue.  
A lovely old (but slightly out of tune) 
baby grand at the Gardiner Street 
Community was at my disposal. 
 
Determined to play the Schubert Im-
promptu, I looked for a piano tutorial 
online and came across a Ukranian 

pianist, Vladimir Horowitz.  I was 
mesmerised by his performance.  
Never had I seen such stillness, such 
effortlessness.   

 
I doubt I will ever get close to his 

level of expertise, but right now I 
would settle for his stillness. 
 
Interior stillness and peace has been 
something that has mostly eluded me 
through these difficult times, but play-
ing the piano has been a source of 
respite for me.  
  
When I play, my busy, anxious mind 
has no choice but to stop, or at least 
slow down.  
 
Underneath the busyness of the mind 
there is a place of silence and stillness 
and for brief moments while playing, 
I can be there.   
 
I have had moments of despair but 
always followed by moments of hope.   
There has been solitude but there has 
also been Schubert. 

It was difficult to remember our hand 
sanitising at first but now we do it like 
clockwork.  
New quickly turned to normal, as we 

We started school this year on August 
27th, 2020. That morning we felt nerv-
ous as we didn’t know what would be in 
store, but we knew by the end of the 
year we would know a whole lot more!  
We knew there would be some changes, 
between making new friends and seeing 
old ones too! It was a little different at 
first but by 11 o’clock break we felt like 
we had never left.  
We have to social distance in class, but 
we can still connect whilst apart with 
our friends in the yard.  

practised day by day!  
It has been so exciting to see our friends 
every day to laugh, chat and share our 
news.   
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Saturdays in November: Spiritual insights 

Solitude and Schubert: Suzanne Mangan 

The new Normal: Lewis from 6th Class 



 Once again Fr. Jake Martin SJ in-
spires us with movies that matter. 

This Advent he explores  the theme of 
watching and waiting.  

View the movie in your own time 
(movies available on Youtube free or 
for a small amount). 

Then join the discussion on Tuesdays 
via Zoom.  To get a link email: 

SFXgardinerstreet@outlook.com 

And receive a link to the Zoom Meet-
ings. 

W e have some very good news to 
share regarding the renovation 

of the St Francis Xavier’s Church.   

After a competitive tendering process, 
the lowest tender submitted by Dun-
woody & Dobson Ltd., Building Con-
tractors, was selected and we will 
shortly sign the contract to begin nec-
essary work to restore the roof, walls, 
and windows and to replace the rain-
water system.   

We would hope to have Dunwoody & 
Dobson  on site in the coming 2 to 3 
weeks. 

The work will take a period of 9 to 10 
months, depending on weather and the 

possibility of further lockdowns.  

However, we are very hopeful that 
this, the first phase of the planned 

renovations for our church will be 
completed by September/October 

2021.   

ty and meditation better and enter 
deeper into prayer.  

There is also an opportunity to avail 
of spiritual direction for the duration 
of the retreat.  

R etreat in Daily Life “On the way 
to Bethlehem” is an invitation to 

a deeper reflection and prayer during 
the time of Advent.  

For 4 weeks we will have a chance to 
prepare our hearts for Christmas 
through entering into daily meditation 
on the scriptures.  

Every Tuesday after Mass at 7pm 
there will be a conference that will 
help us understand Ignatian spirituali-
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Watch and wait—Movies during Advent with Jake Martin SJ 

Restoration work on the Church: Fr. Richard O’Dwyer SJ 

Retreat in Daily Life: Leszek Wilczak SJ 
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M aybe this time we’ll get it right… 
 

Past the inn with ne’er a vacancy, 
the raucous revelry... 
around the back to the 
stables... the straw... 

the animals breathing warmth 
in the still cold air. 

The smell of manure... 
 

Aloft, a fluttering of wings. 
In a makeshift crib,  

under a thousand stars,  
a new-born babe...  

and a wee cry for milk, nourishment,  
at the breast of a young jewess... 

 
Aside, a man of few words... 

wood, hammer, nails... wondering. 

Poem for Christmas 2020: Sean Walsh 

St Francis Xavier’s Church 

Upper Gardiner Street 

Dublin  1 

D01 RK07 

ST FRANCI S XAVI ER’S CHURCH GARD INER ST RE ET 

Phone: 01-836-3411 

Email: 

sfxgardinerstreet@outlook.com 

Website: www.gardinerstparish.ie  

Booking Online 
To book your place online please visit Gardiner Street 
Parish website www.gardinerstparish.ie and follow 
the instructions 
 

Booking at Front Office 
To book your place at the Front Office of the Church 
(up steps to left of church and into the hall) please fill 
out the form to the right by ticking your Mass of 
choice and writing your name, address and contact 
number for track and trace purposes, cut out and sub-
mit to the Front Office.  Or call 01 836 3411 

Christmas 

Mass 

Bookings 
Comments: 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Scenario 1: Masses with a congregation 

Christmas Eve Family 
Mass at 6pm 

We are allowed 50 in the Main Church and 50 in the Ignatian Chapel and environ.  In the 
Ignatian Chapel the Mass is viewed on screen and Holy Communion will be brought by 
ministers of the Eucharist.  Please tick one box below and submit to front office 

Tick to reserve a seat 

Christmas Eve Gospel 
Choir Mass at 8pm 

Tick to reserve a seat 

Christmas Eve Traditional 
Mass at 10pm 

Tick to reserve a seat 

Christmas Day 9.15am 

Tick to reserve a seat 

Christmas Day Traditional 
Mass at 11pm 

Tick to reserve a seat 

Poranna Msza Bożo--
narodzeniowa 12.30pm 

Tick to reserve a seat 



O n the day after we finished the Novena of Grace the first Corona-

virus Pandemic Lockdown began and all our activities went 

online.  Masses were reduced to an 11am Monday to Sunday and all pos-

sibilities of home visits etc vanished. 

But the Sacred Heart Novena went ahead and for the first time only 

online.  A new team rolled up and improved our Webpresence, linking our 

viewers more intimately with the prayers and devotions. 

Then we enjoyed that brief return to semi-normality with reduced Mass 

attendances, monitoring of numbers and regular church-sanitation. 

Fruitful initiatives have been the Lockdown Bookclub, Lockdown Lectio 

Divina and the November Saturday Coffee mornings. 

This extended Newsletter is an attempt to share some of the richness there 

is in this parish community and some of the creativity that parishioners 

have found under these most strange circumstances for us all. 

Thanks to all. 

Fr. Gerry Clarke SJ 

St Francis Xavier’s Church 

Upper Gardiner Street 

Dublin  1 

D01 RK07 

ST FRANCI S XAVI ER’S CHURCH 

GARDI NER STREET  

shared humanity. 

Like most people I’m sure, over the 
past nine months I have experienced a 
broad spectrum of “movements” that 
have run the gamut of human emo-
tions.   

I have felt happy, sad, joyful, angry, 
serene, powerless, grateful, despair-
ing, disgusted and at times so frustrat-
ed.   Reading Jessie’s article reminded 

A  few weeks before we entered 
lockdown for the second time,  
I read a really interesting arti-

cle in The Irish Times that led me to 
reflect more deeply on my own inner 
reality and St. Ignatius of Loyola’s 
Discernment of Spirits.   

In the article Dr. Jessie Rogers, scrip-
ture scholar and lecturer in St. Pat-
rick’s College, Maynooth, explores 
our human need to make sense of, or 
to find meaning in the coronavirus 
crisis that has engulfed our world at 
present.  She talks about scapegoating 
narratives and conspiracy theories that 
only serve to create a sense of fear 
and powerlessness that in the end ren-
der us “less human” and “close off 
our hearts”.   

Like St. Ignatius, Jessie invites us to 
step back, to look closer, to become 
more sensitive to these inner move-
ments and to quietly reflect on them.  
She encourages us to open our hearts 
and minds and to begin to view the 
pandemic through the lens of our 

me however, that when these thoughts 
and emotions surface, I do have a 
choice.  I can choose to act on them, 
or I can choose to step back, reflect on 
them prayerfully, and focus on dis-
cerning whether or not they are driven 
by a Spirit that is leading me towards, 
or away from, God.  In other words, I 
can choose to react or respond. 

So, with that wonderful adage in mind 
“forewarned is forearmed”, I entered 
this second lockdown with a much 
more positive mindset.   I knew that 
this time around with resources like 
spiritual discernment on board, I 
could navigate the choppy emotional 
waters of lockdown much better.   

 With the benefit of hand sanitiser, 
anti-bacterial wipes and daily reflec-

tion, I will stay the course and believe 
that I will emerge healthy and happy 

on December 2nd! 

Discernment of Spirits in time of Pandemic: Christine Halloran 

Phone: 01-836-3411 

Email: sfxgardinerstreet@outlook.com 

Website:  

Fr. Gerry Clarke SJ Parish Priest 

Fr. Richard O’Dwyer SJ Curate & 

Community Superior 

Fr. Leszek Wilczak SJ Curate 

Sonia Obregon Secretary 

Christine Halloran ParishAssistant 

Callum Douglas Youth Assistant 

www.gardinerstparish.ie  


