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Some questions exercise great minds. I recently listened in to a conversation about one of 

those questions, that is of some relevance to us here today. It took place in Sid’s café in 

Peckham in London. There were television cameras there to record it. A street cleaner named 

Trigger is talking to his friends Del Boy (a doer of dodgy deals), Rodney (his gormless 

brother, butt of his jokes) and Boycie (a car salesman of dubious honesty).  

 

Trigger is telling them about a recent success story. He is not the brightest boy in the class. I 

am talking, of course, about an episode of Only Fools and Horses on BBC television. It goes 

like this. 

  

TriggerTriggerTriggerTrigger: “I’ve been awarded a medal for saving the council money. I happened to mention 

that I’ve had the same broom for the last twenty years. They were very impressed and set up 

a medal. Twenty years, it’s a long time”.   

 

(Rodney - It’s two decades). “I wouldn’t go that far. We have an old saying, handed down by 

generations of road sweepers: “look after your broom”.  

(Rodney – and your broom will look after you?). No, it’s just “look after your broom”. 

 

“That’s what I’ve done. I’ve maintained it for twenty years. This old broom has had seventeen 

new heads and fourteen new handles in its time” (So much for saving the council money). 

(Sid: How in the bleep could it be the same bleep broom?). 

 

Trigger: “Well, here’s a photo of it. What more proof do you need?” 

 

******* 

 

Eamonn asked a similar question on Thursday evening at dinner: “Will I still be myself?” 

 

After twenty years, or two decades if you prefer, how much will Eamonn’s, and Mikhael’s 

minds and hearts have been changed? Will they still be themselves? Will we recognise them?  

 

But since their lives are inseparable from the life of the Church and the Society of Jesus, it is 

not unreasonable to ask: Will the Society of Jesus be the same? Will the Church be the same?  

 

How often have we heard people say, “This isn’t the Church I grew up in”, or “This isn’t the 

Society of Jesus I joined.” They don’t feel at home. So much change has been too much for 
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them. Pope Francis has reminded us that we are not in an era of change, but in a change of 

era. The challenge is to keep a foothold in faith when so much is changing all around 

 

I would like at this point to mention Fr Pedro Arrupe, Superior General of the Society of 

Jesus, and two popes he obediently served, Paul VI and John Paul II. Three giants of the 

Church, implementing the Second Vatican Council, each being true to himself, overseeing 

unprecedented changes.  

 

Since then, the Church and the Society of Jesus are in many ways unrecognizable, yet it is the 

same Church, it is the same Society of Jesus.  

 

Arrupe has been described as the second founder of the Society of Jesus, a man of great 

vision, spirit and imagination. When asked “where is the Society going?” he replied, “I don’t 

know, we will go where God leads us”. 

 

His relationships with Paul VI and John Paul II were not without pain. There were 

misunderstandings and different ways of seeing things, but at the end of his days, the 

mutual affection and respect between John Paul and Arrupe is well documented. The 

photographs of John Paul visiting a stroke-stricken Arrupe in his infirmary room are an 

impressive reminder of this. 

 

How is this Church we belong to the same throughout the ages, this people of God, this 

body of Christ, this institution, this sacrament, this communion, this herald of good news, this 

pilgrim people, this field hospital, … (Karl Rahner…” nobody attacks my mother”) 

 

I would like to introduce to you Baroness Gertrud von Le Fort (1876-1971), who composed a 

cycle of poems, Hymns to the ChurchHymns to the ChurchHymns to the ChurchHymns to the Church, a dialogue between a restless soul and God, who 

speaks in the voice of the Church. 

 

She was the daughter of a colonel in the Prussian Army, of Swiss Huguenot descent. Became 

Catholic at age forty-nine.  Was nominated by Hermann Hesse for the Nobel Prize in 

Literature. Said to have influenced Flannery O’Connor, Graham Greene, and George Bernanos 

among others. 

 

God speaking in the voice of the Church.God speaking in the voice of the Church.God speaking in the voice of the Church.God speaking in the voice of the Church.    

    

 

I carry in my arms flowers from the wilderness, and in my hair is dew from valleys of the 

dawn of humankind. 

 

Meadows eavesdrop on my prayers. I calm thunderstorms. I bless waters. 
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I carry in my womb the secrets of the desert. I bear on my head the noble web of grey 

thinkers. 

 

I am the mother of all earth’s children. Behold, within me kneel nations that have passed 

away long since, and from out my soul many gentiles shine forth towards the Eternal! 

 

I was quietly in the temples of their gods; I was hidden in the noble sayings of their sages. 

 

I was on the towers of their stargazers; I was with the solitary women on whom the spirit 

came to rest. 

 

I was the longing of all ages; I was the light of all ages.  

I am the completion of all ages.  

I am their great together, I am their eternal oneness. 

 

I am the road of all their roads: On me the millennia make their way to God. 

Le Fort has the Church there fromfromfromfrom    the beginningthe beginningthe beginningthe beginning, at the dawn of humankind, in the silence of 

the deserts, in the thoughts of philosophers, in the temples of other Gods, with astronomers 

and scientists, with people who wait in solitude on the Spirit, in the deep longings of the 

heart.  

 

In the beginningIn the beginningIn the beginningIn the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. …the Spirit of God was hovering 

over the waters. GenesisGenesisGenesisGenesis. 

 

In the beginningIn the beginningIn the beginningIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 

made that has been made.  JohnJohnJohnJohn. 

 

I am the mother of all earth’s childrenI am the mother of all earth’s childrenI am the mother of all earth’s childrenI am the mother of all earth’s children. I am the road of all their roads. On me the millennia 

make their way to God. How could we not be at home in a Church so described? That is the 

journey you, Mikhael and Eamonn are setting out on today in a new way. 

 

You will spend time in the desertYou will spend time in the desertYou will spend time in the desertYou will spend time in the desert and learn secrets you won’t learn anywhere else.  

You will learn about the Spirit from solitary men and women in whom the Spirit lives and will 

be inspired by them. 

 

You will listen to the noble sayingsYou will listen to the noble sayingsYou will listen to the noble sayingsYou will listen to the noble sayings of wise women and men,  

You will spend time with people whose God is not yours.  

    

You will listen to the longing of the agesYou will listen to the longing of the agesYou will listen to the longing of the agesYou will listen to the longing of the ages and read the signs of the times. 

You might even climb the towers of the star-seeking astronomers. 
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And all the time you will be on the road of all roads, making your way to GodAnd all the time you will be on the road of all roads, making your way to GodAnd all the time you will be on the road of all roads, making your way to GodAnd all the time you will be on the road of all roads, making your way to God, but also , but also , but also , but also 

showing showing showing showing otherotherotherother    peoplepeoplepeoplepeople    the way to God. the way to God. the way to God. the way to God.     

    

As earthen vessels, bearing precious treasure, preaching Christ Jesus as Lord, and yourselves As earthen vessels, bearing precious treasure, preaching Christ Jesus as Lord, and yourselves As earthen vessels, bearing precious treasure, preaching Christ Jesus as Lord, and yourselves As earthen vessels, bearing precious treasure, preaching Christ Jesus as Lord, and yourselves 

as servants for Jesus’ sakeas servants for Jesus’ sakeas servants for Jesus’ sakeas servants for Jesus’ sake....    

 

• You will show the way to God to others through the Spiritual Exercises and 

discernment. 

 

• You will walk with young people, the poor and the outcasts in the ministry of 

reconciliation and hope. 

 

• You will care for our common home, the flowers, the wilderness, the meadows, the 

waters, the heavens and the earth, which God created at the beginning. 

 

And what abAnd what abAnd what abAnd what about the vows?out the vows?out the vows?out the vows?    

ObedienceObedienceObedienceObedience: Provincials have a gift for unearthing talents we don’t know we have.  

PovertyPovertyPovertyPoverty: If you love people who are poor, if their wounds touch your wounds, you won’t go 

wrong. 

ChastityChastityChastityChastity: Who will love you? We will, we do. That applies to Sam, Dunstan, John Bosco and 

Luke who are here today too. 

Human formation will stand you in good stead. 

Companionship of faith, prayer, personal sharing, vulnerability, healthy relationships. 

Relatives, friends, joys and sorrows, the people we serve… intimacy with the Lord in prayer 

and in all things.  

Contented joyful grateful chaste celibacy. It’s how we love.  

 

FinallyFinallyFinallyFinally: I pray that, out of His infinite glory, He may grant that you may 

be strengthened in your inner being with power through His Spirit and 

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being 

rooted and grounded in love. 

 

I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, 

the breadth and length, and height and depth, and to know the love of 

Christ, which is beyond all knowledge, so that you may be filled with all 

the fulness of God.  Eph 3:16-18.    


